
How to make great videos
(Ten tips for non-native English speakers)

1. Keep it simple. You don’t need to make your videos really complicated for them to be great. Speaking clearly, hav-
ing good imagery, and telling a great story are all you really need.  
 

2. Choose interesting topics. Try to choose a subject that a lot of people might be interested in. Think about who you 
want your audience to be and what they might want to watch. 

3. Use good storytelling techniques. Here are three ways to do it: 1. Tell a personal story 2. Create suspense 3. Show. 
Don’t tell. Read more about these and other storytelling techniques in this article from TED. 

4. Have a positive message. Even if you talk about serious topics, try to keep your message positive for your view-
ers, or at least end the video with something positive. You don’t want to leave people feeling depressed or angry 
because then they might not want to keep watching your videos. 

5. Speak slowly and clearly. It’s important to speak very clearly when making a video, and it’s a good idea to speak 
a little more slowly so that everyone can understand you.  If you have an international audience, this is even more 
important. 

6. Smile and use gestures. Smiling is always a good way to connect with your audience. Using gestures to emphasize 
your points can also make your video more engaging. 

7. Have good eye contact with the camera. You want to make your viewers feel like you’re talking directly to them. 
This will work best if you look directly at the camera when you’re speaking. 

8. Use good intonation and enthusiasm. It’s very important that you keep your video exciting and engaging for your 
viewers. Be enthusiastic, which means put a lot of positive energy into your speaking. Using good intonation will 
help you to do this most effectively.  

9. Use great imagery and interesting cuts. Using beautiful imagery is a good way to keep your audience engaged as 
well. Using interesting cuts between shots helps to break up the speaking and keep your viewer’s attention. 

10. Add subtitles. It’s a good idea to add captions, or subtitles, to your videos if possible. This makes it easier to follow, 
especially for non-native speakers. If you need help translating your subtitles, ask an English coach! 
 
For more tips on using English to share your creativity with the world, visit Artglish.com!
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